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B. SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

§ 9. Introductory

This subchapter deals with the
‘‘Speaker pro tempore,’’ (8) the
meaning of the phrase and the
general nature of the office,(9) the
oath and term of office,(10) and the
procedures involved in appointing
him to office. (11)

Throughout, emphasis is placed
on the status of the office of
Speaker pro tempore and on those
duties, powers, and functions as-
sumed by a Speaker pro tempore
from a Speaker that are peculiar
to the office of Speaker pro tem-
pore. The responsibilities and
functions undertaken by a Speak-
er pro tempore merely as the oc-
cupant of the Chair, and which
are not peculiar to his office, are
found more thoroughly described
elsewhere in this work.

Examples of responsibilities and
functions that are within the
scope of authority of a Speaker
pro tempore, but which are not
peculiar to the office, are: an-
nouncing a Presidential veto; (12)

announcing requests from the
Senate; (13) deciding protocol for
joint sessions; (14) answering par-
liamentary inquiries of various
kinds; (15) proceeding to unfinished
business; (16) putting the question
in various situations; (17) quorum
counting; (18) and ruling on points
of order. (19)
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